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Notes from the Pastor… 
It has been a few years since we have 

had a “Stewardship Sunday.” This year, 

we will be sending out pledge cards this 

month, and having a dedication of them 

in the service on Sunday, November 15. 

Why do we do this? Our congregation does this not to set 

our budget for the next year, because we know that many 

people do not desire to make “pledges,” and that’s OK. 

Making pledges is not a scriptural mandate. However, I 

personally think making a pledge is a great way to evaluate 

your own giving practices and adjust, if called for. It’s too 

easy to settle into habits. Habits can be good, but they should 

be challenged and evaluated and changed occasionally. 

My sermon on Sunday, November 15, will be based upon 

the words of Jesus in Matthew 22: “Therefore render to 

Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that 

are God’s.” We often think about this in terms of giving to 

our society and government what is owed them, and that is 

good, but what about the other part? What does God want 

from us, and why?  

We don’t do anything in our Christian life, or give money, 

or give anything at all for the purpose of earning and favor 

from God, but rather, we offer to God what are sometimes 

called “Sacrifices of Thanksgiving.” Paul in Corinthians 

lays out a number of principles for Christian giving, and I will 

be reviewing those on that Sunday, including giving weekly 
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and proportionately. We often call this “tithing,” based on the 

Old Testament ceremonial prescription of giving 10%. 

Though we are not under that law, a proportionate giving of a 

similar amount is a good place to begin our consideration. 

“Sacrifices of Thanksgiving.” That is a good and scriptural 

term. We are responding to what God has already given us by 

giving to him or to others a gift that 

helps us respond in thanksgiving. 

That’s also good to remember in this 

month, when we are taking the 

opportunity to give thanks in a 

national holiday. It is good to 

remember who ultimately is the one 

to Whom we are giving thanks, and 

that is our Creator and Sustainer, the 

Lord our God. 

God’s blessings to you all this month, in Jesus Christ our 

Savior, 

 

Pastor Rob Franck 

 

PS. The last month of October has been 

designated “Pastor Appreciation Month,” and 

I want to thank the many of you who wrote 

notes or sent gifts of appreciation. It is truly a 

blessing to have been called to serve God 

and you in this place. The last months have 

been a challenge to us all in many ways, and 

I don’t feel like I do as good a job as I should, but I want you 

all to know that I am thankful for your appreciation and will 

continue to serve you the best I can the gifts our God is giving 

through me. 
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Notes from the Chairman, Board of Elders… 

Board of Elders meeting for September was held on 09/21/2020. 

It opened with a prayer by Pastor.  
 

Pastors report included his report on this year's pastor's conference which 

he attended via internet.  

Campus ministry has started back up with students returning to the 

colleges.  

Confirmation will be starting back up soon.  

District conference is scheduled for next April. Details are a work in 

progress with Covid.  
 

Kaye gave us a report on the budget and its trends so we can start to plan 

for our 2021 budget. 

Giving year to date from 2019 is down 15,000. The government money 

we received will help with this year, but we will have to prepare if the 

trend continues into 2021.  

Great news on our progress on the improvement loan we took out 5 years 

ago for windows and carpet. With the extra we have been  

paying on the loan each month, and the money that has been donated 

directly to payment we have paid off over half the loan and are on 

schedule to pay it off in 2025 instead of 2030.  

We are looking at an Early December Voters Meeting to bring forth next 

year's budget. 
 

Under old business: 

The flagpole is up. Yea! We will pour a base around it to stand on while 

raising and lowering flag, as well as to keep weed whips and mowers 

from damaging pole.  

The widow plaques are up. Please check for any errors if you donated for 

a widow.  

We will look for help in planning for our 100 anniversary at the voters 

meeting.  

We talked about other small projects needing to be finished up around 

the building. 

Under new business: 

Snow plowing contract was ok'd and signed.  

Meeting ended with Lord's Prayer.  

Peace in Christ, 

Tim Jezierski 

Chairman Board of Elders. 
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Board of Elder minutes from 10/19/20 
 

Meeting opened with opening prayer by Pastor Franck 

Pastors report included Campus Ministry and Confirmation. 

Discussion on how to handle Thanksgiving Service. (no changes to 

be made) 

MSL Report shows that it is doing well and is being well received. 

Growth is expected in these days of COVID. 

Old Business 

A new area is being prepared downstairs for banner storage.  

Painting has been completed above Alter and walls are completed 

in men's upstairs bathroom. Bathroom ceilings in both upstairs 

bathroom and in office to be done this winter.  

There needs to be repair to lighting above alter and in fellowship 

hall.  

We will be adding a programable thermostat in the fellowship hall. 

One is needed and we hope it will take care of a problem with heat 

running when not needed in that room, if not repair man will be 

called.  

Budget will be worked on in the next week and constitution fixes 

should be done by end of November.  

New business 

This year’s annual meeting will be just a meeting no meal due to 

COVID 

For the short-term coffee and will be 

stopped until the wave of COVID in the 

area has passed. 

Meeting ended with Lord’s Prayer.  

Tim Jezierski  

Chairman Board of Elders. 

 

 
  

Next Board of Elders Meeting  
is November 16th 
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A COVID-19 Update from a Retired Family Physician 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

Though I am retired, I still 

receive the journal published by the 

American Academy of Family 

Physicians. The newest journal of this 

past week had a summary of updates on 

research on COVID-19 illness. Some of 

the analysis had insights that I thought might be helpful to share. 

The best estimates tell us that about 40 % of people with 

SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19 infection, have no 

symptoms. This is more common in younger people. On average, it 

will take about 5 days after infection for symptoms to show up. 

This is an average, though, and symptoms can take 2 to 14 days to 

show up. This is why quarantines after exposure are advised to be 

14 days long. Quarantines would not be necessary if we had 

perfect virus tests. However, no test is perfect. 

First of all, once a person gets infected with the SARS-

CoV-2 virus, it will take several days for even the best test to turn 

positive. Current guidelines are that testing be done 5-7 days after 

a possible exposure, but never before 2 days after a possible 

exposure.  Having a close exposure to someone with COVID-19 

requires a 14-day quarantine even if the test is negative. 

Because there are so many different SARS-CoV-2 tests in 

use, it can be difficult to know which are the “best”, especially 

with the rapid result tests. These rapid tests are our least reliable 

forms of testing. This is the type of test being offered at the DECC. 

These tests are still useful, but not as reliable as other tests. Our 

local health care teams are involved in studies to give us more 

details about testing. 

The most reliable tests are called PCR tests which test for 

coronavirus genetic material. A positive test, typically, has a 9 1/2 

out of 10 chance of being accurate in saying a person has a true 

SARS-CoV-2 infection. However, this type of test can “miss” an 

infection half of the time. So, a negative test doesn’t mean a person 

is not infectious to others. To be done, correctly, the test can take 3 

to 5 days to be completed. This is why mask wearing and social 
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distancing are so important to limit the spread of the virus even if a 

test is negative or we are waiting for results. 

I believe we are all getting weary of waiting for effective 

vaccines and treatment for this virus. Still, I hope we can have 

gratitude for dedicated scientists and health care teams that are 

being focused and careful about making certain that treatments are 

beneficial and to have an honest understanding of their risks. We 

certainly don’t want people being taken advantage of. 

There is a lot of information available about proposed 

treatment options for COVID-19. Let me share information about 

what is currently available for the general public. Dexamethasone 

is a steroid medication that has been in use for many decades for 

many conditions. It has not shown benefit in people with mild 

COVID-19 illness. However, it can help people who are ill enough 

to need oxygen therapy and ventilator support. Please know, 

though, that 29 people who require oxygen would need to be 

treated to prevent one death from COVID-19. For patients on a 

ventilator, 9 would receive the therapy to prevent one death. So, 

though this therapy has benefit, it is far from a cure. 

Remdesivir is a virus fighting therapy that does seem to 

shorten the illness of people needing hospitalization by about 4 

days. However, it does not appear to prevent deaths if someone is 

seriously ill. Also, the supply of this medication has been limited, 

at times. 

In the journal update, 8 other treatments were listed as 

being studied but not showing definite benefit. Many approaches to 

treatment are being tested. 

We have had concerns about long term effects of COVID-

19. A summary of research is telling us that 1/3 of people who 

have been ill are not back to “normal” for 2-3 weeks after 

becoming ill. Some people continue to have breathing and thinking 

problems for months after their initial symptoms. 

The economic costs of this pandemic are obvious to 

everyone. What isn’t spoken of often is the cost of caring for 

people ill with this virus. Studies have indicated that the average 

cost of someone’s hospital care for COVID-19 is $30,000- $45,000 

for each hospital stay. However, a long term, ICU stay can be over 
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a million dollars in cost. Those costs come to all of us, eventually, 

through insurance premiums or taxes. When hospitals continue to 

lose money due to the pandemic, they can’t invest in other 

treatments for other conditions. When hospital staff can’t come to 

work because of illness and quarantines for exposure, our hospitals 

can’t care for non-COVID-19 illness as well, either. Preventing 

hospitalizations would help us be good stewards of resources. 

Our Heavenly Father gave the Israelites guidance about 

how to avoid contagion in the Old Testament. People with 

suspected contagious diseases were to keep apart for a time. 

Homes were to be vacated if there was a worry about contagion 

until proper cleaning could be done [Leviticus 13.] Pastor’s sermon 

on 10/11/2020 gave us Christ’s words from Matthew 22:37-40 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 

your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great 

commandment. And the second is like it, you shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.” The concordance states that the word 

“dianoia” was translated to “mind” in that passage. Dianoia refers 

to intellect. May our Good Lord inform our intellects to know how 

best to honor Him in truth and how best to love our neighbors. 

May, Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life be the foundation for 

our trust in these trying times. 

In Christian fellowship, 

Carol Farchmin MD 

 

Sunday, November 1, 2020 
 

Congregational Prayer - Lord God, heavenly 
Father, we are living through difficult 
times. People are hurting and need 

hope. Despite the restrictions we face due to 
the virus, give us opportunity to tell someone 

we know about Your love and forgiveness. 

Someone we know needs hope. Use us to 
give Your hope to them. In Jesus name 

we pray, Amen.  
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From the Church Office… 
Happy Fall!   

It’s a fun time of the year; All Saints’ Day, 

Election Day, Veteran’s Day, and Thanksgiving 

Day begins as well.  I hope everyone has 

wonderful holidays with their families and that 

you can fit into your pants next month; that is the 

trick!! 

At the heart of it though, it is about Jesus and what he did for us.  

During these holidays let us keep Jesus in our hearts and praise 

Him for all of our blessings! 

I still highly recommend the new podcast from 

KFUO The Lutheran Ladies’ Lounge!  It is very 

engaging and informative about the lady’s 

version of living Lutheran.  The ladies that put it 

on are very amusing and respectful; but 

wonderfully humorous!) 

Remember To…Fall Back!! 

2:00 a.m. Sunday, November 1st 
 

(P. S.  I am having a second surgery on November 6th to complete 

the hips and I so appreciate all the prayers you have sent up on my 

behalf!  Phyllis Franck has been replacing me; so if you need 

anything just give her a call.)  

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Your Servant in the Lord, 

Julie 
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Circle News: 

The schedule is as follows: 

Lydia Circle, Rebecca Circle, LWML 

will begin meeting when it is safe for our 

members to do so. 

 
 

The next MITES door offering will be November 1st.  
 

The mites collected on October 4 by the LWML totaled 

$131.11, with a year-to-date total of $1,280.31. The 

mites that are collected fund mission grants voted on by 

the district and national LWML. The LWML thanks you! 

 
Ladies of the LWML: Dues of the LWML are 
$9.00 this year and if you want to subscribe to 
the Quarterly magazine, the cost is $6.00. 
Checks can be made payable to Mt. Olive and 
can be given to Carol Walczak. The deadline 
is Sunday, November 8. 

 
 

All Saints Sunday-November 1st       

In joyful expectation of the resurrection to life eternal, we 

remember before the Lord our departed family and friends who 

have gone before us in faith and all those who are in our hearts and 

minds this day: 

Kay Stonemark ........................................dNovember 17, 2019 

Dolores Wendling ....................................... dFebruary 4, 2020 

Walter Wendling .............................................. dApril 1, 2020 

Marge Moen ...................................................... dMay 26, 2020 

Jerry (Moe) Moen  ............................................. dJuly 1, 2020 

Alice Stephenson ........................................ dOctober 3, 2020     
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Millie Bucholz                            
Wife of John Bucholz 

Paul Bucholz 
Brother of John Bucholz 

Larry Harris 

Father of Sandi Iverson 

Ingrid Hass                              
Wife of Jerry Hass 

John E. Hass                              
Husband of Kathy Hass 

Howard Hawkins Jr. 
Brother of Julie Jones 

Richard Gastler 
Husband of Peggy Gastler 

Dorothy Jerve                               
Sister and Sister–in-law of 
Marv and Judy Hoops 

 
Gerald Linder                           
Husband of Sylvia Linder 

Ken Norbie 
Step-father of Bob Iverson  

Alice Hall, John Marquardt 
Ralph Marquardt 
Cousins of Phyllis Franck 

Hilde Schoenfeld    

Wife of Ernie Schoenfeld  

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Steger                              
Parents of Barb Wedward 

Vanna Wolff                               
 Friend of Marv and Judy 
 Hoops 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curt Weber 

Piano Concert  

Mt. Olive                 

 Saturday,  

December 5th 

5:00 pm 
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Calendar 
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Election Day- November 3rd 
 

Don’t forget to VOTE on Tuesday,  

November 3rd 
Study the issues and the candidates and make an 

educated decision when you go to the polls on 

Tuesday.  Pray about your decision. 
Veteran’s Day is November 11th.  We commemorate our 

American heroes and set aside time for solemn ceremonies and for 

flying the flag in gratitude in this year of world turmoil. We 

appreciate the value of their sacrifice. Something new… 

 

President Trump signs law declaring National 
Vietnam War Veterans Day 

An act of Congress honoring Vietnam veterans with a day of 
recognition was signed into law by President Trump on Tuesday, 
per a White House press release. March 29 is now designated as 
National Vietnam War Veterans Day by the Vietnam War 
Veterans Recognition Act of 2017 according to Gateway 
Pundit. The U.S. flag is to be flown in commemoration of those 
who served in Vietnam.   
With the Vietnam War Veterans Recognition Act of 2017 
signed into law, Vietnam veterans will be commemorated annually 
for their service. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/03/28/president-donald-j-trump-signs-s-305-law
http://www.thegatewaypundit.com/2017/03/president-trump-signs-vietnam-war-veterans-day-act-honor-nam-vets-flying-flag-march-29/
http://www.thegatewaypundit.com/2017/03/president-trump-signs-vietnam-war-veterans-day-act-honor-nam-vets-flying-flag-march-29/
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Mission Sunday is November 22nd 

Chosen People Ministry 
 

Our Vision and Core Values  
• We exist... 

to glorify God, proclaim the Gospel to the Jew 

first and also to the Gentile, and develop resources and programs to 

accomplish this task. 

• We place... 

the worker above the work. 

• We are concerned with... 

and promote the welfare of the Jewish community. 

• We are... 

a board-governed organization whose ministry is planned and 

implemented by missionaries and supported by the administrative staff. 

• We are dependent on... 

God’s provision for the Mission through the prayer and financial support 

of fellow believers. 

 

The mission was founded in Brooklyn, New York in 1894 by 

Rabbi Leopold Cohn, a Hungarian Jewish immigrant with a zeal to 

share the knowledge of Yeshua (Jesus) the Messiah with God’s 

chosen people. Today, Chosen People Ministries serves in eighteen 

countries across the globe. Our outreach programs include 

evangelism and discipleship, Messianic Centers and congregations, 

equipping the local church for Jewish evangelism, digital 

evangelism through our Isaiah 53 Campaigns and I Found 

Shalom videos, and benevolence work. With your help, we will 

continue proclaiming the Good News through Jesus the Messiah to 

Jewish people around the world. 

 

Please join us for our Adult Bible Study at 8:30 am 
Sunday, November 22.  Guest speaker Trevor Rubenstein 
will present “Without Hanukkah There Would Be No 
Christmas”.  

 

There will be a freewill offering after the service. 

https://www.isaiah53.com/
https://www.ifoundshalom.com/
https://www.ifoundshalom.com/
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LCMS Service of Worship – Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR 

Channel 6, Duluth.  MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND LCMS 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP for the Duluth region televised by KBJR 

Channel 6. "MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND" is a locally produced, 

regionally recognized TV program with a message for the world. 

The service includes a 30-minute worship service led by 

participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our LCMS.  

My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite 

systems carrying these stations.  

November 1, 2020 

Rev. John Bonk 

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church, Two Harbors 

November 8, 2020 

Rev. David Schoessow 

Christ Lutheran Church; Superior, WI 

November 15, 2020 

Rev. Arleigh vonSeggern 

St. Paul Lutheran Church; Marengo, WI 

Trinity Lutheran Chapel; Cable ,WI 

November 22, 2020 

Rev. Robert Franck 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church; Duluth, MN 

November 29, 2020 

Rev. Dr. Don Fondow 

President of the LCMS North District 

Please send contributions c/o: 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
2012 East Superior Street 

Duluth MN  55812 
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Remember To…Fall Back!! 

2:00 a.m. Sunday, November 1st 

 
 

Thanksgiving Day Worship 
Thursday, November 26th   

9:30 a.m.  
Thanksgiving is such a 

wonderful time to remember 

our families as well as the 

families of those less 

fortunate.  In the Mt. Olive 

tradition, we collect an 

offering of food items for 

the Food Shelf; during the service bread is given 

to the congregation for their Thanksgiving 

meal, and it a reminder of the unity that we 

have in Christ.  Thanksgiving envelopes and 

loose offerings will go to the Family Assistance 

Fund. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
O Great Spirit, Creator and source of every blessing, we pray 

that you will bring peace to all our brothers and sisters of 

this world.  Give us wisdom to teach our children to love, to 

respect and to be kind to each other.  Help us to learn to 

share all the good things that you provide for us.  Bless all 

who share this meal with us today.  We ask our special 

blessing on those who are hungry today, especially little 

children.  Help us to be just and to bring your peace to all 

the earth.  Praise and Thanksgiving be to you, my Lord. 

Amen  
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Food  for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many 
people in this area and it is one of many mission 
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors.  Our Thanksgiving 
Offering goes to it every year.  It has grown steadily in 
number of users over this last year.   

Ways to support the Food Shelf: 

If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to 
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the 
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can 
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”  

Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta 
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, 
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned 
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes,  
shampoo, lotion and soap. 

Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you! 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229 
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles) 
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles) 
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles) 
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles) 
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles) 
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles) 
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles) 
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles) 
 

Total served thru October = 117 (0 Bibles) 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper 

Room. 
There will be a free will offering after the service. 

Food items can also be brought on Mission Sunday. 
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Lutheran Island Camp 
www.islandcamp.org – 218.583.2905 

Get Involved 
Your ongoing support makes the ministry of Lutheran Island Camp 
possible.   Fees cover only a portion of the cost of operating camps 
and retreats. Your financial support enables camp to continue 
providing faith-growing experiences that make a powerful impact in 
the lives of God’s children of all ages. 
Your gifts help: 
• Provide scholarships for children who need financial assistance to 
attend camp 
• Keep camp fees affordable 
• Maintain and improve the facilities and site 
• Launch new initiatives to increase the effectiveness of the ministry 
• Strengthen camp for future growth 

 
The Fall 2020 issue is now available at engage.lcms.org.   

Things look a bit different for everyone these days, and that 

includes Lutherans Engage the World magazine, your 
source for stories about your church’s work in the world. In 
an effort to be good stewards of the generous gifts you’ve 
given to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, the 
magazine’s staff has decided to suspend the printing of the 
magazine this fall. 
 

But even in these uncertain times, the work of the church 
continues, and the Lutherans Engage team will continue to bring 
you stories of how Christ’s mercy and the Gospel are still going 
forward — albeit in different ways than before. And because you 
choose to contribute to our Lord's mission with your prayers and 
your voluntary charitable gifts to LCMS programs, the work of the 
church is fortified. 

https://www.islandcamp.org/
http://www.islandcamp.org/
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lcms.org%2Fpage.redir%3Ftarget%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fengage.lcms.org%26srcid%3D132576%26srctid%3D1%26erid%3D5511cf63-c3d9-4c55-95bc-3155fe21610b%26trid%3D5511cf63-c3d9-4c55-95bc-3155fe21610b&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ce76e1cff2705453f45ad08d87a7c4ba7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637394021544809559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XKI40P1hba4UoYiZ933ZyWogzoC3pIeabsoyBYkZe0E%3D&reserved=0
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The issue features stories on how Lutherans are helping each 
other and the community in the aftermath of the devastating 
derecho in Iowa, as well as how church workers and laypeople are 
sharing Christ’s mercy and the Gospel at home and abroad. 
Although the magazine won’t be arriving in your mailbox right now, 
we hope you’ll join us on the journey by reading the issue online. 

 

Thanksgiving Day Buffet 

2020 Twin Ports Regional Event 
Sadly, we cannot provide the community Thanksgiving buffet as we 
have in the past, due to COVID-19. In an effort to keep our 
community safe during this difficult time, we've had to reimagine the 
traditional Thanksgiving meal provided to so many of our community 
members. Although we're saddened that we won't be coming 
together at the DECC this year, we remain hopeful that we will return 
to the traditional event as soon as safely possible. 
We know that the need for access to food is increasing for many in 
our region who may be facing a loss of income due to the pandemic. 
Therefore, we are focusing on helping those who are most in need. 
We will continue our home delivered meals for the home-bound as 
well as creating traditional Thanksgiving dinner family meal kits for 
those who are served through the efforts of the Second Harvest 
Northern Lakes Food Bank. 
We are able to serve those who live in the following areas: 

Duluth, MN, Superior, WI, Proctor, MN 

Hermantown, MN, Esko, MN, Cloquet, MN 

Two Harbors, MN 

You may sign up for either a meal kit or a home-
bound meal delivery but not both. Duplications 
will be removed. If you have any questions, 
contact thanksgiving@css.edu. 

Reservations 
Reserve a delivered meal by one of the following methods (not both): 
• Online reservation form 

• Over the phone by calling (218) 723-6484 and listening to the 

directions prior to leaving your information. 

The deadline for ordering a family meal kit is Friday, Nov. 13, 2020 at 
noon. 

https://northernlakesfoodbank.org/
https://northernlakesfoodbank.org/
mailto:thanksgiving@css.edu
https://forms.gle/7XJ8vzgueMx84WSt6
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 We offer our prayers and condolences 
to the Stephenson family for the death 
of Alice Ruth Stephenson on Saturday, 
October 3, 2020. She was a long-time 

member of Mt. Olive and was residing 
in South Carolina.  Her funeral service will be held in May of 

2021.   May God grant His comfort and peace to the 
Stephenson family.   

 
We offer our thoughts and prayers to the 
Walther family for the death of Pastor Jeff 
Walther on Sunday, October 25, 2020; due to 
the coronavirus.  Pastor Jeff was a delight to be 
around and may God grant His comfort and 
peace to his family and church family.  

A Drive-Thru Visitation will be held on Friday, 
October 30th from 3:00-6:00 p.m. at St. 

Matthews Lutheran Church in Esko. A funeral service will be 
held on Saturday, October 31st at 11:00am. The service will be 
for immediate family only, but the family invites friends, 
extended family and community to join in via live stream on 
the St. Matthews Lutheran Church facebook page, or by 
parking in the St. Matthews parking lot (4 Elizabeth Ave. Esko, 
MN 55733) and tuning in to 99.5 FM. Arrangements entrusted 
to Atkins Northland Funeral Home, Cloquet. To sign the guest 
book and offer an online tribute, 
see www.atkinsnorthlandfuneralhome.com 

One last update on Pastor Jeff Walther 

 from Christina, Hannah and Alex 

From Christina:  “Jeff is no longer suffering. He is at home with the Lord. 
I know that God was working through Jeff during his illness. Look at how 
many people have been praying and growing close to each other and God 
during the past month. This is what our world needs! Our prayers have 
not been for nothing. God has a plan and Jeff is a part of it. I already miss 
Jeff’s laugh, his goofiness and his joy for life. Things will be different that 

http://www.atkinsnorthlandfuneralhome.com/
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is for sure. I am extremely sad and the tears are flowing! I will always love 
him and I guess our next adventure will be in heaven. As always, God’s got 
this!” 
From Hannah: “Today, Dad went to be with the Lord. We surrounded 
dad with love, songs and prayers as he passed away peacefully. Dad will 
have no more suffering – no more fear. Today, it feels like a loss, but we 
know it’s not. Dad wins. God wins. As I try to wrap my brain around this 
new normal, I am reminding myself that it is indeed not the end; it may 
be the end for his earthly life, but dad is in the best place he’s ever been – 
the place he’s been preaching about and talking about his entire life – 
Heaven. I won’t stop praying and I won’t stop believing. I can’t wait to see 
you again, Daddy. I love you.” 
From Alex:  “I love you Dad. You have taught me so many things 
throughout my life. Never once did I expect to say see ya later this early on 
in life. However, I will certainly see you later, some day. I will keep praying 
about you and text you every day. Your passion for nature and the 
outdoors, camping, fishing, and hiking in national parks will forever be in 
my heart. I will cherish every moment we spent together as they are all 
already replaying in my mind. You have given so much to everyone else 
and cared so much for others before yourself. Now you get to enjoy your 
stay in Heaven’s National Park. I miss and love you Dad. Rest in Peace.” 

 

Final Thank you’s 
 Thank you to the Flower ladies who create such a pretty flower 

display for the front of the church; they really looked beautiful this 
year and lasted a long time!  Thank you for your commitment to the 

beautification of our church. 
 

Thank you to the Board of Elders for all the improvements to 
the church this year and in recent years.  The church is really 

looking wonderful! 
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Poinsettias for the Altar 

It's time once again to order poinsettias to decorate 
our church for Christmas.  The price this year is $9.99 
for the 6" traditional poinsettia (with several blooms), 
$24.75 for a two-branch plant.   
Please fill out the order forms found on the Narthex table and put it in 
the collection plate along with your check made out to Mt. Olive 

Lutheran Church. (Please be sure to put “Poinsettia” on the memo line of 

your check for the counters.) 

DEADLINE TO ORDER: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6th 

 
 

GET WELL SOON! 

Lois Maine, Jayne  Martinson, 
Wyattt Rebeson, Clara Wodny 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our 
sins to deliver us from the present evil age, 
according to the will of our God and Father, to 
whom be the glory forever and ever.  Amen.” 

Galatians 1:3-5 



24  Highlights                                                                          November 2020 

November Birthdays 

1 Jason Reier 

5 Christine Erven 

  6 Leaslin Frazier 

  7 Ruth Cary 

 John Keske 

  8 Julie Reinemann 

12 Jenna Reinemann 

16 Emily Hass 

18 Barbara Hass 

19 Drew Chambers 

21 Gay Aubin 

22 Gayle Franck 

 Holly Suronen 

23    Mercy Franck 

24 Tammy Wodny 

25 Pat Sheedy 

27   Grace Franck 

29 Chris Bollman 

 

 

November Anniversaries 
 

03 Joshua and Diana Miller  

 

 

Thanksgiving Worship 

Thursday, November 26th 
9:30 a.m. 


